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U.S. between 1968 and 1972
Starting as a School Walkout in 1968, the Mexican-Americans grew into a movement that later came to identify the group as Chicanos. The high school students involved studied in the Los Angeles Unified School District. One of the original organizers of the walkout was Moctesuma Esparza, who has earlier begun the UMAS group. Other organizers include Victoria Castro, Larry Villalvazo, other members of UMAS, and a teacher named Sal Castro. The organizers started out with hundreds of students protesting, and the number only grew. Later, the walkout also included members of the Brown Berets. Despite lacking established leadership, all involved students had a principal directive. The walkouts included picket signs and chants, which altered the status quo of the educational system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The objective behind organizing the walkouts was seeking out change in the educational system which made the Chicanos victims of injustices from a dominant Caucasian society. The change incorporated various initiatives under the brand of the walkout inclusive of very high school drop-out rates, belittling attitudes from teachers to their students, low reading scores, overcrowded classrooms, understaffed, and probably increasing the enrollment of the community in colleges. The most significant initiative was the racist school board and lack of teacher representation of the Chicano society (Sahagun). From the students chosen to tour other schools, the situation evidently showed that the conditions the schools endured was a form of inequality. The school also lacked material about heritage and culture of the Mexican Americans society. The previous years of discrimination and oppression culminated in the walkouts growing into a Chicano movement that lasted for four years. During such time, the cultural and political presence of the Chicano grew and was substantial. 
The consequential Chicano Movement that grew addressed issues of social injustice and equality. The context also included women rights which introduced the term Chicana. The leadership structure of the ‘El Movimiento’ included Dolores Huerta, Cesar Chaves, and Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzalez (History Colorado). The environment was one of unrest through the growing awareness of the Mexican American society, and the authority that they took in mass action. Critical players in the movement include Reies Lopez Tijerina, “Corky’s” poem; I am Joaquin, and La Raza Unida. 
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